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sassenach
noun
sas-se-nach 'sas®n a|k,
plural-s
often capitalized
: a typical Englishman or something considered typical of England
—often used disparagingly by Scots and Irish

Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun

Timeline for founding the colony of Virginia
1600 Elizabeth is still queen, but England is nervous about finding a successor.
1603 Elizabeth dies, and successor is going to have to be the nearest cousin

Winner of the succession lottery is James VI of Scotland, about whom many
important people in England have strong reservations — (1) he is a Scot, (2)
his mother was a Catholic, and (3) he is officially a Presbyterian, which is
how you stay on the Scottish throne. All the beautiful people in England are
Anglicans, a position curiously in the middle between Catholic and
Presbyterian. But James REALLY wants to be king of England (at the time
Scotland had a population about the same as Charlotte NC now), so quick
before he's overthrown he delivers some warm Anglican fuzzies. To wit:

1604 As soon as he can master the palace e-mail, he announces a Commission to translate
the Bible for church and common use, the translation to be done by a 100% Anglican
group. Hence the King James Version (longest lasting political payoff).

1605 He announces that he is setting up a Crown Colony in the New World, which can only
be set up and populated by genuine Anglican Englishmen, not weird people who
might be Catholic or Presbyterian, and certainly not foreigners.



1607 The colony lands in Virginia, quite conveniently in the village of Jamestown.

1608 Just farming will only keep you alive, so John Rolfe sails for the Caribbean to get some Spanish
tobacco seed, because tobacco is known to sell like hotcakes in London.

~1670 Wall-to-wall tobacco farming (by good English Anglicans) reaches as far west as the fall line,
where the soil changes from sandy to clay. The variety of tobacco seed they have won't grow
in clay, so new settlement changes from westward to northward. But still exclusively by
Anglican Englishmen.

1707 By massive bribery, the English convince the Scottish Parliament to merge with England into
the United Kingdom, and all of a sudden Scots can emigrate to Virginia. This is big.



Note open circles
for cities, small
dots for towns



European settlement
penetration to about 1700



20th century
English cigarette package



Scots and Scot-Irish
settlement routes
1715-1775



Ethnic immigration
about 1775
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Yellow border roughly
corresponds to Scots
penetration by ~ 1775;
to east is solidly English
and Anglican

Note central location of
Hampden-Sydney !
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1 Presbyterian x ~10 = 1

x ~10 = 1 Presbytery 1706
x ~10 = 1 Synod (US state) 1786
x~10 =1 (USA)

In 1774, two presbyteries existed in Virginia: Hanover and Lexington, divided at the Blue Ridge,
so all the decisions about starting a college were made by Hanover Presbytery. That name was
applied because the only 3 Presbyterian church buildings in Virginia were in Hanover County,
built as a result of a lawsuit the Hanover Presbyterians had taken all the way to the king in
1748.






Location of initial
meeting of Hanover
Presbytery to
establish a college
east of Blue Ridge
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By the time we trucked the
birthplace from Slate Hill
to Hampden-Sydney it
wasn’t in very good shape



Samuel Stanhope Smith 1774-1778
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Original 100-acre land gift is blue border
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Map about 1820
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Blue outline limits of
ground- penetrating
radar

25



26



Recent (1995) sketch imagined from radar results
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One-story
Office
added in
1950
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1776 petition of Dissenters to Virginia House of Delegates

A petition of sundry inhabitants of the county of Prince Edward, whose names are thereunto
subscribed was presented to the House and read, setting forth, that they heartily approve
and cheerfully submit themselves to the form of government adopted for this State, and

hope that the United American States will long continue free and
independent; * ** that justice to themselves and posterity makes it their
indispensable duty in particular to entreat, that, without delay, all church

establishments might be pulled down, and every tax upon conscience and

private judgment abolished, and each individual left to rise or sink by his own merit, and the
general laws of the land.

Journal of the House of Delegates of Virginia, October 11,1776
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The Presbyterian Church in the United States has a nationwide annual meeting called a General
Assembly, at which it elects a single presiding officer for the coming year, called a Moderator.

For the 31 years between 1798 (when the General Assembly was first set up) and 1829, this national
position in the Presbyterian Church was held by a man with Hampden-Sydney connections no fewer
than eight times:

1798 John Blair Smith President

1799 Samuel Stanhope Smith Founding President

1807 Archibald Alexander President

1809 Drury Lacy President

1816 James Blythe class of 1788

1819 John Holt Rice faculty, seminary president
1821 William Hill class of 1789

1829 Benjamin Holt Rice class of 1803
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Trustee 1775-1820 (and US
President) James Madison,
who left the White House on
March 4, 1817 and moved
back to his home in Orange
County, Virginia about 3
months before Cushing was
hired by the College

33



Jonathan P. Cushing 1817-1835
First faculty member appointed as

Professor of Chemistry
President 1821-1835
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1815 land
purchase by HSC
trustees for future
construction
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Steward’s Hall 1821
“The Alamo”



The real Alamo, as it appeared in
newspaper woodcuts in 1837
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Whitehouse

Alamo
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Old Nassau Hall, Princeton
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The “New College” 1823-1831
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Cushing ~1975
with water tower
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The President’s House 1834
now Graham Hall



Looking from in front of Cushing towards Venable about 1850

President’s House
(Graham)

Venable
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Rear view President’s House (Graham)
About 1850
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John W. Draper
1835-1839

Replaced Cushing as
Professor of Chemistry
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First faculty
member to be
photographed -
Draper at NYU 1839
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Union Hotel HSC Department of Medicine
Richmond 1837-1853



MCV Egyptian Hall, Broad St Richmond (1845)
photo ~1890



Egyptian Building
built 1845



Dorothy Catherine (?)
Draper 1839
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The main
plaque has 88
names, the
supplemental
plaque 14, for a
total of 102

Going into the
war, there
were about
400 living
alumni
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Miss Bessie’s
Funeral Day
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Dr. Richard Mcllwaine
President 1883-1904
Fundraiser for Memorial Hall
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Memorial Hall 1889-1891 (later Mcllwaine)
Used for classes till 1935,
Chapel till 1950



The College
(Cushing)

Memorial Hall
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The Cry of the
Wild Goose



B. S. Oliver

Tom Gilmer
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Cushing

—

No buildings between Cushing and Venable

Venable

—
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45 windows
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Stagger Inn

!
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Confederate Major
Richard Morton Venable (‘57)
in uniform at about 25

When the Seminary left
in 1897, he bought their

campus and donated
most of it to the College
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Penshurst
~1825
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Late Victorian
wide porch
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Union Theological
Seminary 1824-1897
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Penshurst, the Seminary, and Middlecourt about 1840



Stagger Inn

The seminary student body about 1890
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Middlecourt 1825
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Seminary’s Brown Library
about 1850
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Brown Library
interior 1895 --
before electric

lights
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Library fire 1941
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The Maples --
Seminary

residence
~1894
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Westmerton (~1850)
was a faculty
residence and was
part of the Venable
purchase that he did
not give the College
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Seminary’s Geneva House dorm ~1890



Dance hall

Seminary’s Edinboro House dorm
remodeled as Comity Club ~1904-1940
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A dance in the Comity Club (note absence of flappers)
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Hampden-Sydmey
post office 1940
(site of Comity Club)
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Westminster Hall —-
seminary dining hall
~ 1840
(now Atkinson)
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Hampden-Sydney business district about 1970



Via Sacra -- dirt

Comity Club

Penshurst

COwWSs
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College Shop 1930 (replaced Hart’s Store)
Textbooks, groceries, and snack bar
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Eggleston’s Store (right center) about 1918

New Graham gym

Eggleston’s

Atkinson
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Eggleston’s Store ~ 1930 on College Road
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Restover residence 1966 —
back 50 yards, outside stair removed



Atkinson Hall from
Restover front yard
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Bagby Hall (science center 1921-1968)



Back (north) side
of Bagby Hall

Windows in ovals
are faculty
offices, 1 per
floor
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Organic chemistry lab
with modern fume hoods
and inert-gas cylinders

Ceiling beam is a
wooden 12 x 12,
not a steel beam
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Dr. Bagby writes a
physics exam on
the board before
photocopiers (or
even mimeographs)
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Used to be a open campus



1965 Commencement in Johns Auditorium
(June, no air conditioning)



How Not to Be
Valedictorian



105



106



Intercollegiate sports - first, basketball . ..
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Basketball
“space”
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Graham with added gymnasium 1916
photo ~1970



Four views (clockwise) of a game in
Graham gym:

From top left, sideline photo (note
viewers only one deep and kneepads);

top view from upper running deck;
top view showing support rods;

top view of a tipoff contest
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Gammon Gym (basketball 1940-1977)



A bigger crowd in
Gammon, but still
only 6 rows of seats
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Still not a lot of room
beyond the end line

13



Gravel road



Now we come to football . ..



Bleachers inside track
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Hundley Stadium (football 1965 - 2000)
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Football at Hundley Stadium (hot day, crowd mostly on hill in shade)



The Hundley scoreboard
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Seats weren’t always filled -
kiddie game in front distracted



Everett Stadium
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Morton Hall 1935
east side 1970



Morton Hall west side 1970



Eggleston

Johns
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The Decline and Fall
of Memorial Hall



Memorial Hall (Mcllwaine) fire 1956
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Water tower for fire-fighting



Hose cart not putting water on Mcllwaine fire
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Having Fun
Before Becoming
a Stufty Professor
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Gilmer Hall 1968
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