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Need To Raise Your GPA?  

It’s within your power!  Here’s what you can do:
1. Arrive early on the first day of class.  Select a seat in the front row or straight down the center of the classroom.

2. Create a ½” or 1” binder for each class.  Fill with loose-leaf paper.  Only write on one side of the page and date notes for each class.  Keep all handouts (dated), syllabus and graded papers in your binder.
3. When you receive your syllabus, read it carefully.  This is your contract with the instructor.  Be clear on course expectations.  Place this syllabus in the pocket of your binder.  Refer to it often!  If you add the class late, make it a priority to obtain a copy of the syllabus from the instructor.  

4. Sit down with your course syllabi and place all important deadlines in your planner.  It may be helpful to highlight all test dates in one color, papers in another color, and quizzes in yet another color for quick reference.

5. Read assignments prior to attending class.  This learning strategy provides background knowledge for the lecture, allows you to further process new material, ask relevant questions of an expert, and increase your active participation in the classroom.  It’s a real time saver!! 

6. During class, SLANT: Sit up, Lean in, Ask questions, Nod, and Take notes.

7. Make class attendance a priority!  Why not shoot for perfect attendance?
8. At the end of the class (or as soon as you can afterwards) take 10 minutes to review your notes: finish incomplete thoughts, reinforce new material and/or write a question concerning areas for clarification.  Look up material that is unclear or ask your professor for an example before your next class.

9. Plan to visit each of your professors during the first two weeks of class to introduce yourself and get to know them a little better.  Pick their brains for success strategies in the course. 
10. Before class ends in a lecture course, ask your professor to provide an example of a possible test question (s)he would create using the material discussed in that day’s lecture.  How might (s)he answer the question to earn full marks?  This is a wonderful tool to determine how in depth you should prepare for your assessments.
11. Exchange contact information with at least 2 reliable members in each of your classes.  In the event that you miss a class due to illness or unforeseen circumstances, you have a way to obtain the missed information and possible assignments.

12. Make (and keep) weekly appointments with the Office of Academic Success.  The OAS can help strengthen your time management, organization and learning skills to increase your success.  The OAS is also a great place to receive academic advising, tutoring information and much more!  
13. If you don’t understand a new concept, take advantage of learning supports such as instructor meetings, tutoring, a web search and peer study.   
14. Review your notes regularly; take 45 minutes each week to reinforce the material.
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